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Jehovah-Nissi the Lord our Banner 

Flags, banners, and standards have 
been used for thousands of years first and 
foremost as a military tool.  Flags were used 
to designate different military units and to 
arrange them in formation or put them in 
order.  Flags are also used as a form of 
communication. These tools are currently 
used by countries, states, counties, 
provinces, companies, sports teams, and 
some churches. 

These instruments are powerful 
symbols and tools when they are used 
properly.  It is our hope to share with you the 
purposes of flags, banners and standards 
and to impart a vision for how these 
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instruments of worship and war are being 
used prophetically today to re-form the army 
of the Lord. 

The first mention of a banner, flag or 
standard in the word of God is in the context 
of war. 

Exodus17:15-16  And Moses built an 
altar and called its name, The-LORD-
Is-My-Banner;   for he said, "Because 
the LORD has sworn: the LORD will 
have war with Amalek from generation 
to generation."    

Later the Lord directed Moses to use 
standards to organize or form up the Israelite 
camp into an army after He delivered them 
from Egypt.  Each of the twelve tribes was 
assigned a specific place in the camp in 
relation to the Tabernacle of Moses. 
Standards were used to identify each tribe 
and each family’s place within the tribe. It 
was very important that every family know 
their position and standards were used to 
mark their location.   

Numbers 2:2 “Every one of the 
children of Israel shall camp by his 
own standard, beside the emblems of 
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his father's house; they shall camp 
some distance from the tabernacle of 
meeting.   

In 1 Corinthians 12 we find that God is 
still arranging things.  Here, He likens us 
unto a body and He arranges the body as it 
pleases Him.   Every church, every ministry, 
every family and every person has an 
important part to play.  In Ezekiel 37, Joel 2, 
and Ephesians 6 it speaks of the army of the 
Lord and how that each of us needs to get 
connected in rank and in file. So, in this time 
of reformation it does not surprise me at all to 
see banners, flags and standards 
increasingly being used in local churches.  
These instruments of worship are prophetic 
symbols of the times we live in as God forms 
up His army. 

One of the fruits of this season is God 
restoring the arts.  We find the arts being 
used more and more in worship today.  Just 
like Moses had Bezalel and Aholiab (Exodus 
36:1) to help him build the articles of worship 
for the Tabernacle of Moses, God has gifted 
people today with artistic ability to build 
instruments of worship that give King Jesus 
glory and honor.   
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One of the ways that is being 
expressed is through people like my wife, 
Brenda.  God used a prophet to call us into 
the ministry.  At that time he also spoke 
about how God would use her to create 
banners for worship.  After that time Brenda 
began to get visions for various banners and 
with the help of the Holy Spirit she would 
make them.  Basically she prays and simply 
obeys the leading of the Lord.  She is one of 
many that God is using today to create 
banners.   

Whenever flags, banners or standards 
are made by a person as they are led by the 
Lord, I see it as a prophetic act.  It does not 
surprise me that this is occurring with greater 
and greater frequency because the season 
the body of Christ has entered.  We are in a 
time where the body of Christ is being re-
formed. Many of the flags, banners and 
standards are prophetic calling everyone to 
their place, in their unit, in the Church in their 
city.          

For thousands of years the military 
has used flags to organize armies, 
communicate, and to instill a sense of esprit 
de corps in their soldiers.  It is my hope to 
show you some biblical principles that are 
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used in the military, and apply them to the 
church. 

 First let's establish some basic 
parameters. Biblical principles work whether 
you are a Christian or not. Consider the 
philanthropist Cornelius (Acts 10:1-4). 
Philanthropists are people who give to the 
poor or various other charities to promote 
human welfare.  Some are saved and know 
Jesus and some do not.  Why does an 
unsaved philanthropist prosper?  The biblical 
principle of reaping what we sow, Galatians 
6:9, and the promise of God to bless those 
who are generous to the poor, Proverbs 
22:9, are biblical principles that work for 
anyone.   The qualification for these 
blessings is based upon the attitude and act 
of the giver.    

For thousands of years the military 
has applied biblical principles when using 
flags, banners and standards and they have 
greatly benefited from them.  We are going to 
take a look at a few of those principles and 
how they were used to facilitate corporate 
teamwork in war.    

The military understands some of the 
concepts regarding spirits.  They want to 
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instill a fighting spirit in their soldiers.  The 
United States Marine Corps is a great 
example.  Every Marine is considered an 
elite soldier, regardless of their job. The 
Marine Corps motto is "Semper Fidelis", 
always faithful. That motto and attitude is 
drilled into their minds during training, and it 
creates what the military refers to as "esprit 
de corps," the spirit of the army. This instills a 
certain sense of belonging to a team or a 
family.  It builds camaraderie and loyalty 
which is essential to unit integrity.  One of the 
tools used to instill “Semper Fidelis” into the 
heart and mind of a Marine is the Marine 
Corps flag.  If you examine their flag you’ll 
find “Semper Fidelis” in the mouth of the 
eagle that sits on the globe and anchor.   

Flags and guidons are some of the 
tools used to build unit cohesiveness within 
each military.    Let’s consider the USA.  
First, there is the American flag.  Then each 
military has their own flag.  The Marine 
Corps flag differs from the Army, Navy and 
Air Force.  The Marine Corps is also divided 
up into divisions, battalions, and companies 
based on their function and areas of 
responsibilities.  These companies can be 
subdivided all the way down to the platoon 
level.  Each unit typically has its own flag, 
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pennant, or a guidon depicting their unit’s 
logo which in some fashion communicates 
their mission and function, and the type of 
spirit they desire to impart in their unit. 

Here is a list of the some of the main 
purposes that flags and banners have been 
used through the ages.  

• Identify kingdoms, nations, states, 
dignitaries, armies, and divisions 
within armies 

• Give honor and show respect  

• Show the location of a dignitary 

• Muster troops for 
battle or to give 
instruction 

• Create esprit de 
corps, camaraderie, and a sense of 
belonging 

• Inspire courage and love that leads to 
sacrifice 

• Lead the charge into battle and help 
keep each unit focused on their 
objective 
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• Keep soldiers from being separated 
from their unit during battle 

• Strike fear in the enemy’s heart, the 
more flags, the sharper the 
movements the better the effect 

• Signal attack, ambush or give 
direction 

• Communicate orders in battle or 
administrative messages  

• Muster the troops 

• In battle flags enable a commander to 
view how each unit is doing on the 
battlefield and identify the ones which 
need help 

• A flag displayed on the wall of an 
enemy indicates victory while a fallen 
flag  indicates defeat  

 

Can you begin to envision prophetic acts 
that might be done in worship or processions 
of praise?   God is giving more and more 
people visions of banners and flags that 
depict the purpose or call of their ministry.  
Sometimes banners are used to highlight a 
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Biblical truth or to focus on one of God’s 
names.   

Once the banners are made they might 
be displayed in a prominent place in church 
or they might be used during worship.  They 
might be used skillfully by a dance or banner 
team or they could be used by anyone during 
worship with permission of the local 
leadership team.  Banners can inspire and 
cause to remember.  They can also be used 
to distinguish times and seasons.
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The Lord is a Man of  War 
         

The Word of God is full of military 
terms, types and symbols.  Why?  Because 
it’s part of God’s character which has been 
revealed through His name. 

 
By studying the names of God we can 

discover much about His character and 
authority.  The revelation of His names also 
point to His attributes and benefits of being in 
covenant with Him.    

 
When I minister I often ask people, 

“how many of you have been blessed by the 
revelation of God’s name as Jehovah-Jireh?”  
Most of the audience will raise their hand.   
Then I will ask them how many times 
isJehovah-Jireh mentioned in the Bible?  
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Most are surprised to discover that God is 
only called “The Lord Will Provide” one time 
in Genesis 22:7.  The revelation of His name 
from one scripture as the Lord our Provider 
has proven to be of great comfort and benefit 
to many.  

 
Now, if you were an author and you 

were trying to make a point, do you repeat 
something more or less?  If you are trying to 
drive home a point you re-emphasize it more 
than once.  Guess how many times God is 
called Yahweh-Tsabaah “the Lord of Hosts” 
(Lord of the armies, soldiers organized for 
war)?   God is called Lord of the Armies 
more than 245 times.  That is two and a half 
times more than any of the other Jehovah 
names.   

 
In Joshua 5 we find God as the 

Commander of the Lord’s army.  In 
Deuteronomy 20 the Lord lays down the law 
concerning warfare. The books of Joshua, 
Judges, I and II Samuel, I and II Kings, 
Nehemiah, Psalms, Isaiah, are full of battles.   

 
Romans 15:4 and Hebrews 10:1 

sheds light on all of these war scriptures.  



 

~ 17 ~ 
 

They teach us that the things written in the 
Old Testament are types and shadows and 
they are written to teach us. Combine that 
with 2 Corinthians 10:3-4 and Ephesians 
6:10-18 and we understand that our war is a 
spiritual war.  We are to love people radically 
even as we storm the heavens spiritually. 

Some may think that worship and 
praise with flags, banners and the arts is 
foolish.  So what?  People think lots of 
things.  Personally, we are more concerned 
with what God thinks.  His Bible says that He 
has chosen the foolish things of this world to 
shame and confound the wise (1 Corinthians 
1:27). 

So whenever we speak of warfare 
today we speak of it in a spiritual sense.  
People are not the enemy.  We are to love 
them while at the same time hating sin and 
everything that exalts itself above the 
knowledge of God. 

Now let’s introduce a few basic 
principles of war. First, OFFENSE is the only 
way to get victory.  Defense only avoids or 
delays defeat unless it is combined with an 
offensive strategy.  Hence, we need to be 
active and aggressive in the pursuit of 
applying Biblical truths.   
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Second, STRATEGIES (principles) 
NEVER CHANGE.  The only things that 
change are the weapons. That is why in 
today's military, we study the great admirals 
and generals and how they fought wars 
dating back as far as 2500 years ago. 

The Bible teaches us that praise and 
worship are powerful weapons of spiritual 
war.  It says in Genesis 49 that Judah, which 
means praise, is His scepter or rulers staff.  
In Psalm 149 and 150 it says that we should 
praise His name with song, the dance, 
timbrel, harp, cymbals, trumpets and flutes 
and stringed instruments.  That provides 
context for Psalm 149:6-9.     

 
Psalm149:6-9  Let the high praises of 
God be in their mouth, And a two-
edged sword in their hand,  To 
execute vengeance on the nations, 
And punishments on the peoples;  To 
bind their kings with chains, And their 
nobles with fetters of iron; To execute 
on them the written judgment — This 
honor have all His saints. 
 
Worship is a powerful form of spiritual 

warfare.  Psalm 149-150 describes many of 



 

~ 19 ~ 
 

the very powerful spiritual weapons available 
to every believer.   
 

If you would like a complete study on 
all of the principles of war I was taught in the 
war college and how they are biblically based 
then go to www.WatchmanMinistries.com   
and order your copy of “Biblical Principles 
and Strategies, the Art of Corporate Spiritual 
Warfare.” 
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Hebrew Words for Flags & Banners 
 

Let’s take a look at four Hebrew words 
used to describe either a standard, banner, 
or flag in the Word of God 
 

• Daaal (Strongs #1713): to flaunt, raise 
a flag, be conspicuous, set up with 
banners, chiefest      

• Deael (Strongs 
#1714): flag, banner, 
standard 

• Nace (Strongs 
#5251): from 5264 a 
flag, also a sail, a flag 
staff, a signal, a 
banner, pole, or standard 
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• Nawsas (Strongs #5264): to gleam 
from afar, be conspicuous as a signal, 
refer to 5251 and 5263, flag fluttering 
In the wind, to raise an ensign, 
standard bearer 

 
Numbers 1:52-2:25 introduces the Lord 

as Jehovah-Nissi which is translated “the 
Lord our Banner.”  Israel had been in the 
wilderness about two years and the Lord 
began preparing the tribes for an orderly 
move.  The Lord used standards to set the 
camp in order.  Each family was required to 
know their place in the camp.  

The United States military even uses the 
same wisdom God 
gave Moses to set 
their army in order.  In 
basic training units are 
formed and they learn 
to march and train 
together.  Each unit is assigned a guidon or a 
flag just like Moses used to put his tribes in 
order thousands of years ago. 

Not only did each family have a 
banner but each tribe also had their own 
unique banner.  There were four divisions (3 
tribes to each division) led out in order with 
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banners and standards.  Jewish tradition 
indicates that each tribal banner 
corresponded in color to each of the 12 
stones in the breastplate of the high priest 
(Exodus28:15-21). The first division included 
Judah, Issachar and Zebulon.  They were led 
by Judah whose standard is a lion.   

The second division consisted of 
Reuben, Simeon and Gad. Reuben’s 
standard had the symbol of a man.  The third 
division consisted of Ephraim, Manasseh and 
Benjamin.  Ephraim led this division and its 
standard was an ox.  The fourth division was 
made up of Dan, Asher and Naphtali.  Dan 
led this division and their standard was an 
eagle. These banners and standards were 
used to show each family, tribe and division 
where to camp, and where their position was 
in formation.   

Numbers 10:14-25 illustrates a 
practical application of a divine principle for 
our worship today. Judah is the first tribe in 
formation and Judah means praise.  
However, it was the Ark of the Covenant (ark 
of His presence) borne on the shoulders of 
the Levites that led the way.  So today, I 
believe that we need to allow our praise and 
worship to be led by the presence of the 
Lord.  We need to focus on pleasing Him and 
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making Him welcome.  We want Him to 
come for a habitation and not just a visitation.  
So, we need to stay sensitive to His leading. 

The banners were also used in 
conjunction with trumpets. The trumpets 
were to sound (Numbers 10:7) and give the 
order to muster the troop for marching, and 
then the banners were used to form up the 
tribes.  

The Lord trained the Israelites in the 
wilderness for 40 years. They spent 38 years 
learning to march and fight before Joshua 
was to lead them into the promised land. 
Now, even though the standards and 
banners are not mentioned in Joshua, do you 
think that they quit doing everything they 
learned in the desert? I think not!  

During the Moses anointing they 
learned to trust the Lord for their food, their 
clothes did not wear out, and they fought a 
few times. It was a learning anointing.  They 
got 40 years to overcome what they learned 
during 400 years of slavery. They had to 
learn to function together as one. 

Joshua anointing is much different. It 
is a season of much fighting and little rest, 
and is typified by each soldier laying down 
his life, and fighting for his brother. It is a 
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time to put faith in action.  For example, 
Reuben, Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh 
got their inheritance first. They led their 
brothers over and fought for them until the 
Lord gave them rest (Numbers 32:19).  

What is that inheritance today?  I 
believe it’s the gospel of the kingdom of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  We don’t have to wait 
until we go to heaven to inherit the kingdom 
but we have a responsibility to do as we pray 
in Matthew 6:9-12 where it says “your 
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven.”  Hence, we are not just 
supposed to enjoy the benefits of the 
kingdom but we have a responsibility to pray 
and then to personally appropriate the 
kingdom in every area of our life.    

What do I mean by the kingdom?   
Romans 14:17 “for the kingdom of God is not 
eating and drinking, but righteousness and 
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.”  NKJV 

Righteousness brings peace and that 
is a joy.  Righteousness means that which is 
just, moral or right; sin is not right.  The 
consequences of sin lead to broken 
relationships, bondage, oppression, 
sickness, poverty, addictions etc…. and 
those things are not right.   
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The gospel Jesus preached was 
“repent for the kingdom of Heaven is at 
hand.”  My question to you is, what is in your 
hand?  Everywhere you appropriate the 
kingdom of God and the truths in the word of 
God in your life, you exercise your authority.     

The Bible teaches us that even as we 
are faithful in little we’ll be faithful in much.  
Hence He will entrust us with more.  I liken 
your inheritance or your Promised Land to 
you personally applying the word of God, the 
kingdom of God in every area of your life.  
Therefore, those who appropriate the 
kingdom in their personal lives will have an 
anointing to lead others into their Promised 
Land. 

To lead you must go first, blaze the 
way, and set the example.  Here is a simple 
truth; you cannot lead where you do not go.   
How many today try to lead from behind? 

It is significant that the Lord chose 
Judah to lead the tribes out (Numbers 
10:14).  But Judah followed the Ark of the 
Covenant which is a type of the presence of 
God.  Judah means praise.  So, our praise 
and worship ought to follow or be led by the 
presence of God.  In this way the Lord can 
lead us into battle as we follow the direction 
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of the Holy Spirit and allow Him to direct our 
praise. 

In II Chronicles 20:3-22 King 
Jehoshaphat set himself to seek the Lord 
and proclaimed a fast.  Judah gathered to 
ask help from the Lord.  The word of the Lord 
came and told them to position themselves, 
stand still and see the salvation of the Lord.  
The king appointed those who should sing to 
the Lord and those who should praise the 
beauty of His holiness as they went out 
before the army.  When they began to sing 
and praise, the Lord set ambushes and 
defeated the enemy.  

The slaughter was so great and 
complete that Jehoshaphat and his men only 
had to carry off the plunder.  It took three 
days to haul off all that plunder.  Praise God!  
What a victory!  Holy Spirit led praise is 
powerful and effective.  

We are admonished by the Psalmist 
to bring the sacrifice of praise to the Lord.  
David said, “Let the lifting of my hands be as 
the evening sacrifice.”  Often our western 
culture translates sacrifice of praise to mean 
something like, “even though I don’t feel like 
praising, I will.”  This attitude was foreign to 
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the Hebrew culture.  The sacrifice is to be 
something that God is worthy to receive.  

In the Hebrew culture the sacrifice 
was not based on your day, how you felt or 
based upon what was left over.  It was based 
upon love and conviction and it was their 
very best.  Not half hearted or what was left 
over.  In Leviticus it teaches that the sacrifice 
was to be without spot or blemish.  In 
Malachi 1:7-8 we see what God really thinks 
of their offering less than their best sacrifice.  
So, today in worship when we bring the 
sacrifice of praise, let us bring our very best 
just like King David did.    
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Prophetic Acts 
 

All through scripture we have 
examples where prophetic acts were used to 
demonstrate or communicate.  The key with 
prophetic acts is that they are actions that 
the Holy Spirit leads a person to do.  Another 
way I like to put it is that they “pray and obey” 
the leading of the Lord.   Here are a few 
examples of prophetic acts in the Bible: 
Isaiah 37:14 – King Hezekiah spreads out 
the letter from the enemy before the Lord 
Ezekiel 4:1-3 – Ezekiel builds a clay tablet 
illustrating the city of Jerusalem and then 
builds a siege wall as a sign 
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Ezekiel 4:4-7 – Ezekiel lays on his left side 
390 days to illustrating bearing iniquity for 
Israel and then on his right side for 40 days 
illustrating bearing iniquity for Judah 
Ezekiel 5:1-4 – Ezekiel cuts his hair and his 
beard and divides it into thirds so that one 
third was struck with a sword, one third was 
scattered in the wind and one third was 
bound in his garment and then thrown into 
the fire 
Ezekiel 6:11 – the prophet pounds his fists 
and stamps his feet and prophesies  

We also have instances of what I’d 
consider prophetic acts in the New 
Testament as well.  In Acts 21:11 we see  
the prophet Agabus use Paul’s belt to bind 
his hands illustrating that the owner of the 
belt was going to be bound 

Natural items are also used to 
communicate spiritual concepts.  For 
example, water baptism is full of symbolism.   
In Romans 6 we see that when a person 
obeys the Lord they become united with 
Christ Jesus in His death, burial and 
resurrection.  The old man is crucified.  
Communion is another example.  In 1 
Corinthians 11:24-25 the wine is a type of the 
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blood and the bread speaks of the Lord’s 
body.  

The bottom line is that anytime we 
allow ourselves to be led by the Lord to do 
what He instructs us to do, it is powerful.  So 

it is possible for the 
Lord to lead you to: 

Make a 
banner of a certain 
color with certain 
symbols to 
communicate a 
truth.  Make 
streamers of 
certain colors.   
Pick up a banner or 
a streamer during 
worship at certain 
times.  Develop a 

procession or praise with a series of 
banners, dancers, tambourine players etc…. 
either choreographed or spontaneous. 

I believe this should be done with the 
permission of and in cooperation with local 
church leaders.  I don’t believe God will ask 
us to do things that violate His principles of 
honor, respect and authority. 
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So what might banners be used to 
communicate?  The Bible says that "where 
there is no vision the people perish" 
(Proverbs 29:18). The flags, banners and 
standards impart vision.  They are visual 
representations of spiritual things.  They can 
be used in worship and praise as prophetic 
acts to direct attention to the objective, send 
messages, and strike fear into the enemy 
(Song of Solomon 6:4,10).   The Lord uses 
the banner to gather the nations (Isaiah 
5:26), He uses the banner or standard to 
cause the enemies commanders to panic, 
and in Jeremiah 51:12, and II Chronicles 
20:20, we see them used in an ambush.   

In Isaiah 30:32 we see that 
tambourines also impart a vision that every 
time we strike them, the Lord strikes our 
enemies with His punishing rod. The same 
principle applies to the banners. Can you 
begin to see how the various banners could 
be used to direct our praise? Can you begin 
to see how it might be incorporated into your 
worship? It could impart the vision of striking 
fear in the enemy commanders, causing 
confusion in the enemy camp, or it could be 
used to signal an ambush. 
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Hebrew Word for Praise 
 

In Psalm 150:4, the word praise is the 
Hebrew word halal. It means original of 
sound, but usually of color, to make a show 
or boast, or be clamorously foolish.  

Have you ever noticed how many 
different flags there are today, and their 
different colors and designs? Even in the 
secular world, there is no color or design that 
is without meaning. It is no different in the 
church. There is no color or design without 
significance. The banners and flags can be 
used to worship the Lord in the dance, in the 
processions, and by placing them on the wall 
or on stands. They can vary in size 
depending on the purpose, and they can 
even be used to write scripture on. The 
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determining factor in what you do and how 
you design them, and where you place them 
should be dependent on the Holy Spirit’s 
leading and guidance.  I encourage you to 
pray and obey. Those who worship the Lord 
must worship Him in Spirit and in truth. The 
following is a short list of symbols and colors 
that may help as you pray and ask the Lord 
for direction.  

Ark – Presence of God or the place of God’s 
glory 

Armor - Divine protection for the warrior 

Altar – The place of sacrifice 

Scarlet Cord - Atonement 

Hammer - Word of God 

Lamp – Holy Spirit, Word of God, or spirit of 
man 

White Linen – Purity, holiness and 
righteousness 

Pillar -  Strong support 

Rod - Measuring or judgment 

Sickle – Reaping a harvest 
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Shepherd’s Staff – Protection 

Sword - Word of God 

Throne - Sovereignty of God and King of 
Kings 

Trumpet - Prophetic voice 

Amber – The glory of God 

Blue - Heavenly authority 

Green – Praise or tribe of Judah 

Purple - Priestly authority or royalty 

Gold - Kingly authority 

Red – Redemptive authority, war, or sacrifice 

Silver - Redemption or price of a soul 

White - Purity, righteousness, or holiness 
This list is by no means conclusive. It 

is meant to encourage you to seek the Lord 
and once he imparts a vision to you, search 
the Word and discover all He wants you to 
communicate through the color, design and 
symbols.   Let the Bible interpret the Bible.   
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Prepare your church to establish 24/7/365 prayer while 
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Flags in the Modern Military 
 

Flags are used to also communicate 
orders and give direction in battle.  For 
example, the US Navy uses two sets of flags 
for communication today.  These flags are 
operated by a skilled 
petty officer called a 
signalman. One set of 
flags is used to send 
messages by an 
individual holding two 
flags and changing the 
position of their arms.  
This is called 
semaphore. It is very 
important when 
communicating in this 
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fashion, that all movements be quick and 
crisp.  

The next method is called INTERCO 
which stands for the International Code of 
Signals. This is a large set of flags made up 
of different shapes and colors. It has a flag 
for every letter in the alphabet, and all the 
numbers 0-9. These flags are flown in 
combinations from a ship.  This international 
code enables us to communicate regardless 
of the nationality, because every ship is 
required to carry a code book. The best thing 
about these flags during war is that they are 
used as a means of secure communication.  
It is secure because it does not go out on a 
signal that can be picked up by the enemy. 

When you need to talk to other units in 
close proximity 
you can send 
messages 
without 
breaking radio 
silence. This 
can be 
extremely beneficial when you are trying to 
keep the enemy from knowing your position 
or intention.  But for this to work the units you 
want to communicate with must be within 
visual range. 
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First Corinthians 15:46 teaches us a 

principle: first the natural and then the 
spiritual.  It’s no surprise that the military 
would use flags, banners, standards and 
ensigns to communicate.  But the question 
is, can you see the Lord of Hosts having His 
people use tools like this in His army today? 
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Some want the power while others what character.  
Discover how you can have both, moral excellence and 

miracle working power in this CD.
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How Brenda Learned to Make Banners 
 

Remember all the different prophetic 
acts that we looked at in scripture.  The truth 
is, we just scratched the surface.  There are 
many more prophetic acts in the Bible.   
Recall that a prophetic act is merely an 
action taken by someone who is being led by 
the Lord. 

When Brenda and I were called into 
the ministry in 1991 a prophet prophesied 
about things that she would do that she had 
never done before or even considered doing.  
He spoke of the things the Lord would have 
my wife do to worship the Lord in the arts 
specifically with flags, banners, and the 
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dance.  We did not have anyone to teach us 
so we had to rely upon praying and obeying.  
Brenda is an excellent student of the word of 
God.  She studied the types and symbols 
and what colors spoke of in scripture.   

The Lord began to give her visions for 
banners and I watched her work with the 

Holy Spirit as He 
taught her how to 
make banners.  
Every color, every 
symbol, and every 
scripture she utilized 
in making each 

banner was important. 
Then the Holy Spirit began to impart 

visions of how to use them in worship.  He 
taught her about processions of praise. 

 
Psalm 68:24-25 They have seen Your 
procession, O God, The procession of 
my God, my King, into the sanctuary.  
25 The singers went before, the 
players on instruments followed after; 
among them were the maidens 
playing timbrels.  
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This led us to begin to incorporate the 
banner, dance and tambourine ministry with 
the worship teams of today.  Some 
processions were choreographed and some 
were spontaneous.  Sometimes we 
worshiped with the arts in churches and 
conferences and at other times we took this 
extravagant praise to the streets in the US 
and also in other nations.  It is very powerful 
if worship and praise is combined with an 
evangelistic outreach in many places. 

The Lord has taught Brenda through 
the Bible, prayer, leading her to attend 
certain conferences, buying certain books 
but in all these years I’d have to say that she 
learned the most from the Lord.   

She would see what the scriptures 
said and look for ways to express those 
truths practically today.  For example, in 
Numbers 2, she saw Jehovah-Nissi The Lord 
our Banner set the congregation in order 
using banners.   To express this today she 
might be led to create a unique banner 
specifically for a congregation or a family. 

In Isaiah 11:10 she saw Jesus lifted 
up as a banner. In Psalm 60:4 those who 
fear the Lord raise a banner.  In Psalm 20:5-
6 we saw that we are to lift up our banners in 
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the name of our God.   Hence, she might be 
led to make banners with the names of God 
that could be displayed in certain places or 
they might be lifted up at certain times in 
worship as led by the Lord. 

She just prays and obeys.  In this 
process she has learned to work with local 
leadership teams and worship teams and 
help them incorporate worship with flags and 
banners decently and in order.  We know 
that you can to.  Just pray and obey! 
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Prophetic Types and Shadows 
 

In light of scripture and prophetic acts, 
let’s see what else we can learn from history. 
Flags were brought to Europe in the middle 
ages from the Middle East. There were 
standards, banners, guidons, pennons, and 
streamers.  They are listed below. 

 
STANDARD (the largest) 
- This was usually used 
to mark the position of an 
important individual, such 
as a king, before and 
during a battle or siege 
and to mark their position 
in a ceremony.  
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BANNER - This was given by a king to a 
general who was going into battle. This 
banner was actually carried by a standard 
bearer. This individual carried the same 
respect and honor due the king. Therefore, it 
was actually against the law to even touch 
him (1 Chronicles 16:22). However it also 

made him a prime target 
during warfare, as it was 
well known what the loss 
of the flag would do to the 
morale of the troops. 
 
GUIDONS - These were 

used to indicate the rank and function of a 
soldier. 
 
PENNON - These were used on the end of 
lances.  When all of the warriors lined up with 
these pennons, it was an awesome sight 
especially if each warrior maintained his 
position and they advanced in unison. It 
struck fear in the enemies heart(Song of 
Solomon 6:4,10)  
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STREAMER 25 feet wide at the hoist and 
about 60 feet long - This was used strictly on 
ships at sea. It would distinguish a warship 
from a merchant.  

Imagine how in praise and worship the 
use of flags, banners, and standards could 
be used to indicate where the King dwells, 
and who we represent when we go into 
battle. We carry a tremendous amount of 
authority, and these flags actually bolster the 
troop’s morale and courage, as well as 
causing fear in the ranks of the enemy. After 
victory, the banners, flags and streamers 
would also be flown in procession home for 
the celebration. 
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Establish 24/7/365 prayer, praise and worship while 
gathering the elders at the gates of a city.  Harness the 

momentum from major prayer events to transform your 
city today.  Use what you learn in this book to invite the 

presence of God to your city. 
Order your book from  www.WatchmanMinistries.com 
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The Use of  Banners in Worship Today 
 
 

So, should flags, banners, and 
standards be used in worship today?  When 
we consider how God is redeeming the arts 
and all of the prophetic symbolism in the 
Bible, we are convinced there is a place for 
flags and banners in worship.  

After seeing how the military uses 
them and how our Lord used them do you 
think you could find any uses for them today? 
Absolutely!   The world seems to better 
understand the visual impact of flags and 
banners.  We see more passion, zeal, 
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pageantry, worship, and praise at a football 
game than we do in most churches. Have 
you ever noticed how these instruments of 
war have been used in parades, or to give 
honor to a dignitary? How much more should 
we honor the King of Glory our Lord Jesus 
Christ? How much more worthy is He of all 
our praise than a football?   

We pray that each congregation would 
be blessed to have either a person or a team 
gifted in making flags, banners and 
standards and using them in worship.  We 
also pray that our Lord would impart wisdom 
as to how to incorporate this new expression 

of worship with 
the existing 
worship team.  
Lord, help us to 
honor and respect 
one another with 
our only goal 
being to glorify 
your name and to 
please you.  We 

pray that God give you an ear to hear what 
the Holy Spirit directs you to do.   

The Lord is restoring the Tabernacle 
of David worship (Acts 15:16).   King David 
established 24 hour prayer, praise and 
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worship in Zion with many divisions of 
Levites.  After that was established he then 
went out with his armies and expanded the 
kingdom.  

We believe God wants to do that 
again today.  We have a vision to see 24 
hour houses of prayer, praise and worship 
established in every city.  Colossians 1:16 
says: 

“16 For by Him all things were created 
that are in heaven and that are on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or principalities 
or powers. All things were created 
through Him and for Him. “  
We believe that all things were 

created for the Lord.  Therefore we want to 
encourage the redemption of the arts.  The 
passion artists have for songs, music, dance, 
painting, sculpting, poetry, etc…. we believe 
were God given.  They were made by God 
and each one  of those gifts is meant for the 
church and to glorify the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 

Therefore as we build houses of  
prayer, praise and worship around the world 
we believe that a place ought to be provided 
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for artists to worship the Lord using the skills 
God gave them.   
 
 

 
 

If you would like to discover how a workshop or conference could 
be arranged in your church contact us at: 

 
 

Watchman Ministries International 
4004 NE 4th Street, Suite 107-350 

Renton,  WA  98056 
 

www.WatchmanMinistries.com 
 

wmi@watchmanministries.com 
 

425-687-0994 
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